
Harston Parish Council  

At the time of going to press, the Parish Council has had an application for the remaining position of Parish 

Councillor, and we look forward to welcoming a new member onto the Council at our December meeting.  

Over the past couple of months, the Council has considered a number of planning applications, has agreed to plant 

several new trees in the village, and has arranged for a number of repairs to be carried out in the play area. Also at 

the meeting in November it was agreed that the Council would pursue the idea of extending the pavilion so that it 

can be made better use of.  

Traffic issues continue to cause concern in the village, particularly in Church Street, and these issues have been 

brought to the attention of the Highways Officer at the County Council. Unfortunately, there are no quick and easy 

answers to the problems, but please be assured that the Parish Council do take these matters seriously, and are 

doing what they can to seek solutions. 

Meeting with the Mayor of the Combined Authority 

Members of the Parish Council and HRG, met with the Mayor of the Combined Authority on Friday 12th November. 

Councillor Arnold had produced a power point presentation and a video, highlighting the many problems Harston 

faces with traffic and transport, including bus services, congestion and pollution on the A10, the possibility of a new 

Station for Harston, EWR, M11/J11 Park and Ride, and the Foxton Travel Hub. The need for a bypass for Harston was 

expressed strongly and is considered top of the priorities for both the Parish Council and the Harston Residents 

Group. The Mayor and other officials from the Combined Authority responded well to the presentation, and we and 

it is hoped that an action plan will be put in place next year to look at these issues in greater detail.  

Harston Neighbourhood Plan 

At the meeting in October, Harston Parish Council agreed to begin the process of creating a Neighbourhood Plan. An 

inaugural meeting was held on 9th November, when a number of members of HRG joined members of the PC to form 

a steering group, and discuss the aspirations for the Plan.  

A Neighbourhood Plan is about the use and development of land. Preparing a Neighbourhood Plan enables 

communities to have a much stronger role in shaping the areas in which they live and work. They can create a vision 

for their neighbourhood and shape the sustainable development and growth of their own local area. The plan may 

contain a vision, aims or objectives, planning policies, proposals for improving the area or providing new facilities, or 

allocation of key sites for specific kinds of development. It may deal with a wide range of social, economic and 

environmental issues (such as housing, employment, design, infrastructure, heritage and transport) or it may focus 

on one or two issues only. 

The plan may: 

• Propose more development than the Local Plan (it can’t propose less); 

• where they want new homes or businesses to be built;  

• have their say on what buildings look like; 

• comment on what infrastructure should be provided; 

The Neighbourhood Plan is prepared on behalf of residents, by residents, who decide on the scope of the Plan. The 

Plan needs to be evidence based, and volunteers will be needed to facilitate the gathering of information. Anyone 

with a stake in the plan will have the opportunity to contribute (e.g. residents, business owners, workers, 

groups/societies, school, doctors). It will form part of the development plan and sits alongside the Local Plan 

prepared by South Cambs/Greater Cambridge Planning authority. 

Happy Christmas! 

It won’t be long before the decorations start to go up and the Christmas season begins. Harston Parish Council send 

their Christmas wishes to all residents of Harston and their families. Enjoy the festivities and stay safe. Our first 

meeting in the new year will be on Thursday 6th January 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  



Look out for our new website which should be online early December at: harstonparishcouncil.gov.uk   

Diane Bayliss, November 2021 

For and on behalf of Harston Parish Council 


