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HARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30pm, on Thursday, 7th April 

2022 at the Village Hall.  

 

 

Present: Councillor Bellamy; Councillor Holdom; Councillor Stierer; Councillor Luffman;  Councillor Benning; 

Councillor Clarke; Councillor Pearce Gould; Councillor Carroll; Councillor Arnold; Councillor Harris.  

Members 11: Quorum 4 

1 Member of the Public Present. 
 

21-22/201 Approval of Apologies and Reasons for Absence 

(LGA 1972 s 85 (1) 

Councillor Mir (Work) 

It was proposed by Councillor Pearce Gould, seconded by Councillor Stierer , and 

resolved that the Council approve apologies from Councillor Mir.  

21-22/202 Members’ Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda 
(Localism Act 2011 s 31 s 33)  

Mike Luffman 21-22/212b) Request for funding from Football Club.  

21-22/203 Open Forum for Public Participation (15 Minutes) 
At the close of this item, members of the public will no longer be permitted to 

address the Council unless invited to do so by the Chairman. 

A member of the public asked what was happening to the Vujon site. Councillors 

confirmed that a planning application had been approved for the site.  

21-22/204 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
a. It was proposed by Councillor Luffman, seconded by Councillor Clarke, and resolved 

that the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March, 2022 are approved and signed 

by the Chairman, with an amendment at item 21-22/193 to state that Councillor 

Clarke would attend the Neighbourhood Plan Day.  

21-22/205 Matters Arising/Clerks Report (for information only) 

 The Clerk had attended a councillor safety webinar and would circulate the 

presentation to councillors for their information.  

21-22/206 Committee Meeting Minutes 

a. It was proposed by Councillor Holdom, seconded by Councillor Luffman, and 

resolved that the Council receive the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting 

held 3rd February 2022.  

b. It was proposed by Councillor Holdom, seconded by Councillor Stierer, and 

resolved that the Council receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 

held 10th February 2022. 

c. It was proposed by Councillor Bellamy, seconded by Councilor Luffman, that 

Councillor Bellamy should sign the minutes of the planning minutes held on Zoom 

and dated back to July 2021.  
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21-22/207 Correspondence 
It was agreed that a letter of congratulations should be sent to the head mistress of 

Harston and Newton Community Primary School, recognising her 25 years as a head 

teacher.  

Action: Councillor Bellamy and the Clerk to draft a letter. 

21-22/208 County Councillors Report  

a. None. 

21-22/209 Parish Council Policies 
Councillor Arnold arrived at 7.41pm 

a. It was proposed by Councillor Carroll, seconded by Councillor Stierer, and resolved 

that the Training Statement of Intent should be adopted.  

b. It was agreed that approval of the lone working policy should be deferred until it had 

been fully discussed by councillors in a separate meeting.  

c. It was proposed by Councillor Carroll, seconded by Councillor Clarke, and resolved 

tha the Health and Safety Policy should be approved.  

d. It was proposed by Councillor Arnold, seconded by Councillor Pearce Gould, and 

resolved that the Equality Policy should be approved.  

Councillor Harris arrived at 7.46pm 

21-22/210 Planning Matters 

No response had been received to any of the correspondence sent by the clerk and 

the chairman to SCDC. Councillors agreed that a strongly written letter should be 

sent to the Leader, and the CEO, of South Cambs District Council stating that the 

Parish Council are extremely disappointed to have had no response to their 

comments and questions.  

21-22/211 Harston Neighbourhood Plan 
a. The Neighbourhood Plan event had been very successful, with approximately 120 

people in attendance, and 96% of those in favour of creating a Neighbourhood Plan 

for Harston. The next steps include arranging a meeting with Alison Talkington at 

SCDC to discuss designating the area, and creating a questionnaire for the next stage 

of the community consulation.  

21-22/212 Recreation Ground/Pavilion Matters 

a. Councillor Harris reported that the new trees on the recreation ground have had tree 

guards put around them, and they are being watered regularly while they become 

established.  

The Clerk reported that the play area inspection was due to be carried out during 

April.  

b. The Council had received a request from the ‘Harston Bees’ Football Club for funding 

of £1038 (half the cost) of new goals for the team.  

It was proposed by Councillor Clarke, seconded by Councillor Arnold, and resolved 

that £1038 is donated from S106 funds towards the purchase of the goals.  

c. A request had been received for some matting to be placed on the ground by the 

boot brushes outside the pavilion. The Council did not consider this request to be 

practical at this time, however, consideration would be given to it when the pavilion 

is redeveloped.  
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d. Councillor Harris informed the Council that more sand was needed for the children’s 

play area. It was suggested that it might be more efficient to ask the caretaker if he 

would be willing to rake the sand pit each week when he attends the pavilion.  

It was proposed by Councillor Harris, seconded by Councillor Luffman, and resolved 

that play sand is purchased for the childrens play area not to exceed £300.  

Actions:  Clerk to respond to Football Club and the parishioner.  

   Contact the caretaker.  

   Order the sand.  

21-22/213 Village Green 
There is still a large amount of water running onto the road from the trough on the 

village green. Cambridge Water had been consulted, and had confirmed that the 

water was not coming from a water main.  

It was proposed by Councillor Luffman, seconded by Councillor Clarke, and 

resovled that the Council contact Nutcombe, and ask them to attend the site, 

remove the tap, and unblock the drain in order that the water can run safely into 

the main drain. The clerk in conjunction with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

were delegated responsibility for approving the quotation for the work.  

Action: Clerk to contact Nutcombe 

21-22/214 Tree Matters 
a. Councillor Harris had registered the newly planted trees as part of the Queen’s Green 

Canopy project, and requested that the council purchase a commemoration plaque 

at a cost of £120 from the Royal British Legion.  

It was proposed by Councillor Arnold, seconded by Councillor Stierer, and resolved 

that the council purchase a plaque at a cost of £120. 

21-22/215 Highways Matters  
a. Councillor Harris reported that data is still being collected from the SID’s, and that 

he has started to put a spread sheet together for the different locations. Councillor 

Arnold suggested that the data should be sent to the mayor as a follow up to the 

meeting held last November.  

A number of people had been approached about joining the SID’s team, a couple of 

them had responded and a training session was to be held on Monday 11th April. A 

further session for those who are unable to attend the first one will be arranged as 

soon as practical.  

Action: Councillor Harris to provide data to the Clerk for sending to the Mayor 

21-22/216 Transport Matters 
a. None. 

b. Councillor Holdom and the Clerk had met with the Highways Officer on Friday 1st of 

April to talk about issues outstanding from previous meetings. Most of the matters 

raised had not been done as the budget for minor works had run out in the autumn.   

It was noted that the white line had been reinstated in the centre of Church Street, 

but that the line around the edge had not been done. A large number of potholes in 

Button End, Church Street and Queens Close had been marked up for repair.  

c. Councillor Pearce Gould reported that EWR had a new CEO. Minutes of the last 

meeting of the Local Representatives Group had not been circulated owing to 

COVID. The EWR Strategy Report had been circulated by email, and Councillor 
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Pearce Gould suggested that councillors should read the section about the Shepreth 

branch line. The Council agreed that a letter of support should be sent to Mike 

Barlow of BFARe Ltd  ‘call for Cost Benefit Ratio for EWR to be disclosed’, which is consistent 

with the earlier letter that Council supported via Cambridge Approaches, to the Secretary of 

State for Transport to keep pressurising ministers to disclose information on the so far 

undisclosed business case for EWR. 

21-22/217 Harston Residents Group (HRG) 

a. Councillor Clarke had attended the HRG meeting, and the minutes had been 

circulated. There were no questions from councillors.  

The chairman suspended the meeting from 8.29-8.30pm to take a suggestion from a 

member of the public about putting up anti-litter signs on the roads into the village. 

The council agreed to give some thought to putting some signs up on the village 

gateways.  

21-22/218 Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations 
a.  Arrangements for the Jubilee event were in hand, hire of a marquee, tables and 

chairs had been arranged, and a programme of events was being drawn up. A 

meeting had been arranged for Monday 11th April for volunteers to meet to discuss 

further arrangements and activities for the day. Commemoration mugs are to be 

ordered for the children in the village aged 11 and under. Councillor Arnold offered 

to create a flyer for the event.  

b. Councillors Clarke and Carroll had met with the Clerk to discuss the Community 

Chest Grant application, and suggested that an application for funding for a 

commemorative sundial could be made.     

It was proposed by Councillor Arnold, seconded by Councillor Holdom, and 

resolved that the council should apply for a grant towards the cost of the Sundial 

(£860 including VAT) paying the difference between the total and any grant 

awarded by SCDC.  

c. Two quotations had been sought for a flag pole to be erected on the recreation 

ground.  

It was proposed by Councillor Holdom, seconded by councillor Harris, and resolved 

that the quotation of £282.44 + VAT from Hampshire Flags for a flagpole is 

approved, and that the Clerk in conjunction with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

are delegated up to a total of £1,000 for the purchase of the pole, installation and 

the necessary flags. 

Actions: Clerk to submit grant application, and order mugs, flag pole and flags. 

 Councillor Arnold to design flyer for the event   

21-22/219 Councillor Handover Debrief Sessions 
a. The council formally recorded a vote of thanks to Councillor Harris, Councillor 

Arnold, and Councillor Mir who would be standing down at the elections in May.  

 A meeting will be held to discuss the handover of recreation ground matters 

from Councillor Harris to Councillor Luffman. A new recreation ground 

working group will be set up at the Parish Council meeting in May.  

 Councillor Harris will remain as a volunteer for the time being working with 

the SID’s and the trees. 

 Councillor Arnold will continue to help as a volunteer with 

digital/website/promotions/flyers for the Council.  
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21-22/220 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
Any business and payments, to be considered at Parish Council meeting must be 

delivered to the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting. 

 Election of Chairman 

 Committee appointments 

 Working Group appointments  

 To Approve the Annual Statement of Accounts 

 River Rhee signage  

21-22/221 Motion to Exclude the Public and Press 
a. That the public (including representatives of the press) be excluded during the 

consideration of the remaining item No 2021-22/222 because it is likely, in view of 

the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that if 

members of the public were present during the item(s) there would be disclosure to 

them of exempt information of Category 1 & 2   Part 1 Schedule 12A to the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

It was proposed by Councillor Pearce Gould, seconded by Councillor Carroll, and 

resolved that the meeting is closed to the public and press at 8.55pm 

21-22/222 Clerk’s Appraisal 
The Clerk’s appraisal had been carried out satisfactorily by Councillor Bellamy and 

Councillor Carroll.  

It was proposed by Councillor Arnold, seconded by Councillor Harris, and resolved 

that the Clerk’s salary is increased from SCP 30 to SCP 31 as per the contract of 

employment from 1st April 2022. 

The meeting was reopened to the public and press, and the clerk returned to the 

meeting at 9.01pm.  

21-22/223 Date of Next Meetings 
April 7th, 2022 

May 12th, 2022 

June 9th, 2022 

Meeting closed at 9.04pm 

 

 

 

Chairman:      Date:  


