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Councillors unanimously agreed to support the plans at the third discussion. 

 
Councillors have finally agreed to support plans to build a new travel hub on the 
outskirts of Cambridge. A decision on the application to build the travel hub off the 
M11 junction 11 had been deferred twice before. 

The plans are one of the “key strategic projects” identified by the Greater Cambridge 
Partnership. The scheme is aimed to help reduce congestion heading 
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into Cambridge, and to also ease the pressure in the existing Trumpington Park and 
Ride site. 
The new travel hub is planned to offer 2,150 car parking spaces, including 108 blue 
badge bays and 109 electric vehicle charging bays. A bus interchange made up of 
six bus stops with covered waiting areas is also planned, as well as 12 private coach 
spaces, 326 cycle parking spaces, and an equestrian parking area with an attached 
horse corral. Improvements to the M11 junction are also planned, as well as a new 
bridge across the M11. 

Read more: Concerns Cambridge traffic could come to standstill after accident 
under road review proposals 
Councillors unanimously approved the plans at a meeting of Cambridgeshire 
County Council’s Planning Committee earlier today (Wednesday, June 15). The 
approval is subject to the plans not being called in by the Secretary of State. 
Questions had been raised whether the travel hub was still needed if there had been 
a change in working patterns following the pandemic, and whether it should be built 
on green belt land. 

Councillor Rupert Pearce Gould, from Harston Parish Council, said: “The effect of 
this extension we believe will put pressure on both Hauxton and Harston and may 
even cause a demand for a bypass to be built, earlier than may have been expected. 

“The green belt should not be used for this purpose, it is an inappropriate use. The 
green belt was designed as a cordon sanitaire between Harston, Hauxton and 
Cambridge, and this is being destroyed.” 

He also suggested that offices in Cambridge will need on site car parking rather than 
remote car parking, so that staff can get there in “one stop” and not be delayed. 

James Littlewood, the Chief Executive of Cambridgeshire Past Present and Future, 
claimed pursuing plans to build the travel hub would undermine other sustainable 
transport projects they are being developed. 
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Layout of the planned travel hub. (Image: Cambridgeshire County Council) 
He said a travel hub would encourage more people to drive, and therefore 
undermined projects to improve public transport infrastructure and cycle 
infrastructure. 

A council highways officer told the meeting that the travel hub would not be adding to 
the cars on the road, and said it would also take cars off roads in the surrounding 
area. 

They also said that some people are returning to working in an office at least some 
of the days in the week, and explained that new offices are continuing to be built in 
the city. 

Peter Blake, transport director at the Greater Cambridge Partnership, said: “There is 
considerable consensus and agreement amongst the public agencies of the need for 
this scheme. The scheme intercepts traffic, it reduces traffic volumes in the area and 
this is essential as traffic is returning following the pandemic, and the pressure on 
the existing network is considerable given the local planned growth. The scheme will 
also greatly improve the performance of the junction 11 gyratory, reducing queuing 
on t 

 


